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As the fall legislative sessions are in 

full swing, I wanted to provide a few 
updates on critical issues on the legislative 
front.   
Charter School Funding   

The battle over the unfair funding of 
cyber charter schools continues to be the 
number one priority for public school 
organizations.  Recently, I had the 
opportunity to participate in a press 
conference, along with superintendents 
from  State College and Keystone Central 
School Districts.  For those interested in 
learning more about the severity of the 
funding issue, check out the PA Charter 
Change website at 
https://www.pacharterchange.org/ 

Moshannon Valley paid nearly 
$500,000 to outside cyber schools last year 
alone.  This year, the rate for one special 
education student is just over $26,500, 
which is roughly equal to a 1-mil tax 
increase in our small district.  It is 
important to regularly advocate for 
changes in cyber charter funding.   
HB 1332: Curriculum Transparency  

This Bill aims to amend the School 
Code to require public school teachers to 
publish on the district websites all 
curriculum that will be taught for each 
grade and for each subject area, so parents 

can review the lessons, textbooks, and 
materials in advance of the school year. 
The house has approved this bill, and it is 
in the Senate for approval now.  What is 
frustrating is that this data is already 
available and families can call the school at 
any time and get this information.  It 
would simply add more work to teachers 
unnecessarily.  
Vouchers 

There are numerous attempts to take 
public school funding and allow families to 
pay for private school tuition.  Currently, 
HB 1254: Vouchers; HB 1642: Tuition 
Payments; and SB 786: Open Campus 
Program Expansion are all attempts either 
directly or indirectly to make some form of 
voucher available for public school money 
to pay private institutions.    
Ticks 

SB 603 would mandate that district 
staff must remove ticks from students 
according to DOH guidelines, inform the 
student’s parents, and provide an 
education component to students about 
ticks and Lyme disease. 

As you can see from the topics, it is 
important for school district employees, 
students, families, and community 
members to stay informed on issues that 
affect our District.    

 

 
Legislative Updates 

By Dr. John W. Zesiger      

 

Moshannon Valley has begun a 
multi-year professional development 
program to strengthen the District’s 
reading and writing.  Specifically, to 
address teaching students how to 
analyze text and respond.  The goal 
being to have students demonstrate the 
reading proficiency through writing.   

This training will have carry over 
into social studies, science and math, as 
students learn to analyze information 
presented to them. 

Dr. Jeri Thompson, one of the 
foremost experts in text dependent 
analysis and teaching analysis, will be 
leading the program.  Dr. Thompson is 
part of the team hired by the 
Pennsylvania Department of Education 
to develop text dependent analysis for 
state testing.  She will be working with 
district ELA teachers over the next 2+ 
years  

https://www.pacharterchange.org/
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Upcoming Events & Activities 
Black Knight Pride! 

Mr. Wonderling is excited to return to his alma mater teaching ELA to 6th 
grade.  He commented that students have been working on identifying the 
main idea, when it is stated and not stated in a passage, identifying the 
sequence of events of a passage by focusing in on signal words, and learning 
about the features of different genres.  

“The students love when we bring reading to life by acting out what an 
author has the characters do in Readers Theater.  So far, we have had a 
performance of "Give Me Liberty or Give Me Death" by several students, and 
we will introduce the script of "Romeo and Juliet".  

He commented he is proud to call himself a Knight and serve our 
community and students.  “Every day to end class and build school pride. We 
end with WE ARE!!!... MO-VALLEY!!!” he added.  Welcome to the District        
Mr. Wonderling. 

Walmart Sale… 
We had a total of more than 150 volunteers, 

many of whom worked several times and multiple 
days, some even working every day to ensure 
that our sale was successful.  We can all agree 
that 12 Tractor Trailers of merchandise is a lot of 
product and a lot of work!   

The Moshannon Valley Community 
Education Foundation wanted to get information 
out about the success of the sale to everyone, and 
are happy to report the following :  
 
Total Revenue:  $ 104,846.70 
 
Total Expenses: $ 5,636.09 
Including things like advertising, dumpster rental 
and disposal, 2% to CTC for hauling merchandise, 
supplies, additional security guards, etc. 
 
Net Profit: $ 99,210.61 
 
Tentatively, each of the 15 Student Groups and 
Organizations will receive $ 6,614.04 from the 
sale.   Thank you to everyone who supported the 
effort! 
 
 

 

 Oct 15: Football Senior Night 

 Oct 21: End of 1st Marking Period 

 Oct 25: Student Half-day & Teacher 

In-service 

 Nov 3: Student Half-day & Teacher 

In-service 

 
 
 

Lunch Bunch… 
     Mrs. Nunley is holding a “Lunch 
Bunch” professional development 
session on Tuesday, October 26 
for elementary staff members. 

Mrs. Nunley states, 
“Mindset is everything! The past 
few years have brought so many 
changes and challenges to our 
jobs as educators. We need 
growth mindset more than ever 
- and so do our students. We can 
change BRAINS with what we 
do and say during the day - and 
that is empowering!”    

She added, “The session is 
designed to reveal the power 
YOU hold in shaping students' 
minds - and your own!” 

Lunch is provided and the 
engaging conversation will take 
place in room 249.  Be sure to 
sign up if you are interested! 

Several former students and staff members 
joined the Marching Band for Alumni Band 
night.  It was great to see so many current 

teachers and staff participate as music 
alum. 

Employee Assistance Program… 
 
Remember our EAP Partners; call  

800-327-7272 for concerns including: 
 

 Emotional Anxiety & Stress 
 Marital & Family Counseling 
 Alcohol & Drug Use 
 Divorce or Separation 
 Work Life Balance 
 Legal & Financial Difficulties 
 Grief  

 
Staff can also visit lytleeap.com select LOGIN 
button on homepage and use password: 
CIUIC.  This is a valuable resource for all 
district employees. 


